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EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION 
We are proud to present his new journal Applied Mathematics Letters to the scientific community, 
because we hope that the new initiatives and aims represented by it shall be not only useful, but 
also become pervasive in this type of communication. There are several, partly philosophical, 
reasons that made those on the Editorial Board decide to undertake this task: 
(1) 
(2) 
(3) 
(4) 
The inability of most of us to cope with the almost exponential explosion in 
publications. 
The splintering of many mathematical results of great general interest into 
specialty publications, not readily accessible to all. 
The length of time that it requires for the general community to find out about 
important developments of potentially great interest. 
The slowness of our community in utilizing technological inventions of our own, 
such as computer networks and wonderfully simple typesetting methods such as 
TnX. 
Our partial answer to these problems is represented by the aims of Applied Mathematics Letters: 
To publish brief papers of important mathematical results, and results from the many 
fields of applications of mathematics, within an average time scale of 3 months, in 
typeset form. 
How are these aims to be fulfilled and in what way do they respond to our motivating reasons 
for founding the journal? 
(a) We are decentralizing and streamlining the editorial functions. 
(b) We will urge but not require our authors to submit their papers in TsX, 
electronically. 
(c) As a result, we will do away with proofs, and will publish a typeset paper within 
3 months of its acceptance. 
The details of this organization are planned as follows: 
(4 
(‘4 
Authors will be expected to find a person cognizant with their subject on our large 
Editorial Board, and submit heir papers directly, preferably by electronic mail. We 
will publish the electronic addresses of all of our Editors in the course of our first 
year. Papers should not be longer the 4 typeset pages, except in very unusual 
circumstances. The briefness of these papers will then allow the chosen Editor to 
review the paper by himself very rapidly-although, of course, he may also ask others 
for reviews. Once a paper is accepted by an Editor, it will be transmitted to the 
Managing Editor, and from there to the printer. 
TzX has many great advantages. Two important ones, from our point of view, 
are its device independence and the fact that TnX software is available for 
personal computers also. Device independence is the aspect which will allow all 
authors to transmit their work to the Editor either electronically, or by a diskette, 
regardless of the system that they are using. As far as style is concerned; we 
decided to use the one developed by the American Mathematical Society: the 
AMS-TnX macro package, together with a special “style file” of ours, which we 
call amltr.sty. We will provide this latter, either electronically or on a diskette, 
to all our Editors and to all authors who request it. 
However, while we view the above method of communication as ideal, we shall 
not confine ourselves to it. Authors will also be allowed to submit papers, using 
any other kind of typesetting method (such as troff, for example), in camera- 
ready form. In such cases the aut*hors will be requested to follow, as closely as 
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reasonable, the sample we are providing at the end of this volume. Finally, we 
will also accept typewritten manuscripts, which we will then put into TnX. While 
we shall exercise great caution in retyping, errors may occur and, since we are 
dispensing with proofs, authors will have no way to correct their works before 
publication. 
It is the combination of the editorial policies described above which will allow 
us to publish papers submitted to us within 3 months of acceptance, on the 
average. Naturally, TnX composed papers can go through the process the fastest, 
followed by manuscripts typeset by other methods. The publishers, wishing to 
aid in what they also perceive as an important advance in publication methods, 
offered our journal very generous assistance. This includes increasing the page 
budget from its initial annual 400 pages to as large a size as may be required 
to achieve rapid publication. 
(4 
In conclusion, we hope that this new way of mathematical publication, spanning the empty space 
between Mathematical Reviews, Zentralblatt and other abstracts journals on the. one hand, and 
regular research publications on the other, will allow many of us to see in some detail-but not 
at research length-many important results, the significance of which may not be apparent from 
just a brief abstract. 
Because of our intention to produce typeset quality, it will be much easier to scan and to read 
the journal; but the method that we are using to achieve the desired quality will in fact be one which 
will speed up publication, instead of slowing it down. 
Finally, it is also our hope that the many important mathematical results, methods and 
techniques which were and are being invented and used by our colleagues who are “officially” in 
other fields, will also reach these pages, because these colleagues of ours will find our methods to 
be good scientific practice and an attractive procedure. 
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